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BESCOM to audit transformers
located near schools, on footpaths

This follows death of two in a blast; compensation of 10 lakh each to be paid

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT to transformers over 15
BEHGALORE years old. The Minister said
BESCOM officials have been at 12,50 p.m. on Wednesday,
directed to conduct an audit some people had informed
of power transformers locat- the BESCOM officials about

ed near schools, footpaths,
and other sensitive locations
in Bengaluru city to ensure
safety of the people and
avoid accidents in the fu-
ture, Energy Minister V. Su-
nil Kumar on Thursday in-
formed both the Legislative

problems in the transform-
er. Despite the specific pu-
blic complaint, the officials
had not taken quick action
and the transformer explod-
ed at 3.10 p.m. Senior BES-
COM officials have been di-
rected to conduct an inquiry

Assembly and Council. for identifying reasons for
The Minister also an- dereliction of duty on the
nounced that BESCOM part of officials. Based on

would pay compensation of
%10 lakh each for two deaths
to the family.

In a reply to S. Suresh Ku-
mar (BJP) during Question iy
Hour in the Assembly, Mr. . N
Sunil Kumar said he had - - \ M
chaired a meeting with de- Pedestrians walk close to the electrical transformer on a
partment officials after 55- footpath opposite Mysuru Road Satellite Bus Station in
year-old security guard Shiv- Bengaluru, sriLe pHOTO
araj and his 19-year-old-

the inquiry report, action
would be taken against offi-
cials, the Minister said.

Mr Suresh Kumar said
two people succumbed ow-
ing to negligence on the part
of BESCOM officials in quick
succession in the City. Aksh-
aya, 14, was mowed down by
a speeding BBMP garbage
truck on Hebbal road on

daughter Chaitanya suc-
cumbed following
transformer (250 kV) explo-
sion on Ullal Road, Manga-

nahalli, on Wednesday and
directed officials to conduct
audit of transformers locat-
ed near schools, on footpath

and other sensitive places.
He informed the Council,
during Zero Hour, that spe-
cial attention would be paid

Monday. The government
should give instructions to
BBMP and BESCOM to make
its officials vigilant, he said.

K.C. DEEPIKA
BENGALURU

The Bangalore Electricity
Supply Company (BESCOM)
has termed the transformer
explosion that resulted in
the deaths of a man and his
daughter as an unfortunate
one-off incident.

Officials said preliminary
investigations have revealed
that an 11 kV wire, which
had cut off, fell on the trans-
former at Ullal Main Road.
The reaction led to a fire as
transformers have oil in
them, resulting in the blast,
said BESCOM  director
(technical) D. Nagarjuna.

THEMSMINDU

11 kV wire fell on transformer
resulting in blast, says BESCOM

“There are around 5,000
transformers and regular
maintenance measures are
being undertaken. This was
a one-off, rare incident,” he
said.

BESCOM'’s transformers
have been the topic of dis-
cussion for nearly a decade,
with the High Court of Kar-
nataka too intervening mul-
tiple times.

In December 2021, it had
directed the power utility to
submit an action plan for
executing the process of
converting transformers ex-
isting on footpaths and
storm-water drains into a

special design transformer
centre.

The controversy over the
risk transformers on pave-
ments pose broke out back
in 2013 when Manoj Vasan-
thrao Patil, 37, who was
walking on Church Street
along with a friend to reach
the M. Chinnaswamy stadi-
um to watch an IPL match,
tried to cross a puddle, lost
his balance and caught hold
of the fence of a transform-
er, which allegedly caused
an electric shock.

Mr. Nagarjuna said over
the years, initiatives have
been taken up to shift big

transformers and free foot-
paths of them. “Earlier,
transformers were raised
on two to three pillars. This
has been converted into a
single pole and transform-
ers are raised to 10-12ft
height. Around 60% of this
has been completed and we
will finish the rest in half a
month. We are also under-
taking underground ca-
bling. During rains, with
tree branch falls, there were
risks involved. Around 75%
underground cabling has
been completed and it will
take six months for the en-
tire project,” he said.
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BBMP gives
compensation
to family of
Akshaya

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

In less than a week three
people have died due to al-
leged negligence or lack of
infrastructure. Barely two
days before a transformer
burst resulting in the death
of a 19-year-old girl and her
father, a 14-year-old student
wag mowed down by a gar-
bage truck on the busy Bal-
Tari Road. The girl, Akshaya,
and a few other pedestrians
were attempting to jump
over a median on the busy
Ballari Road. They wanted
to avoid the pedestrian un-
derpass as it was badly
maintained and filled with
stagnating water.

The BBMP handed over a
cheque of ¥5 lakh as com-
pensation to her family. Civ-
ic Chief Gaurav Gupta, on
Friday, also relieved Ashok
Bagi, assistant executive en-
gineer, BBMP’s Road Infras-
tructure division, for al-
leged  dereliction in
maintaining the pedestrian
underpass and skywalk.

Speaking to reporters la-
ter, Mr. Gupta said that the
skywalk was just yards
away from the accident
spot and had been inaugu-
rated eight months ago. He
said that the BBMP would
strive towards making
roads safe for citizens by en-
suring that the pedestrian
facilities are maintained in
a good condition.

Local MLA Byrathi Su-
resh had also given ¥3 lakh
from his personal funds,
while the garbage truck
owner had given 2 lakh.
The insurance  claim
amount would also be
handed over to the be-
reaved family, he said and
added that BEMP would
bear the cost of education
of Akshaya’s two siblings.

The family did not want
to accept the compensation
initially. However, senior
civic officials went to their
home and convinced them
to accept it, he said.
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Biker killed in accident on ORR

Concerns raised over safety hazard bollards pose to motorists, especially with metro work under way

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENG‘ALURU

A two-wheeler rider identi-
fied as Mathew Joseph, 47,
died in an accident near Dev-
arabeesanahalli on Outer
Ring Road on Thursday
morning while he was on his
way to office. He was riding
near the bus priority lane,
which has bollards, when a
speeding goods wvehicle
knocked down his bike. He
slipped and fell under the
wheel of the vehicle sustain-
ing severe head injuries. He
died on the spot.

The incident has once
again raised concerns over
the safety hazard that bol-
lards pose to motorists, espe-
cially as metro construction
work from Central Silk Board
Junction to ICR. Puram is cur-
rently under way.

The traffic police have
been asking authorities such
as Directorate of Urban Land
Transport (DULT), Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-

ES et
1)
The spot where th

biker was ran overbyag

BSiET
oods vehicle near

Devarabeesanahalli on Thursday morning. =seecaL aRRANGEMENT

like (BBMP), and Bangalore
Metro Rail Corporation Ltd.
(BMRCL) to remove bollards
on the bus priority lane in
areas where metro work sites
have been set up. This would
help motorists maneuver
narrow stretches.

Due to metro construction
on the median, the width of
the road has reduced.
BEMRCL has to erect
nearly 700 piers on the
stretch. “Due to metro work,

the road has become narrow.
‘We have been observing that
where there is a bus lane,
two-wheelers riders use the
narrow gaps between the

bollards to move from one
lane to another thereby risk-
ing their lives. We have been
asking the authorities to sus-
pend operations of BPL whe-
rever the road is narrow and
take up proper maintenance
of bollards where the road is
wider,” said Joint Commis-
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109 fresh
COVID cases

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

BENGALURU

sioner of Police (Traffic) B.R.
Ravikanthe Gowda.

While officials said that all
vehicles are allowed to use
the bus priority lane from
Central Silk Board to Iblur,
many motorists are demand-
ing that the priority lane
along the entire stretch of
ORR be opened to them at
least until metro construc-
tion work is completed.

“BBMP and DULT are dis-
cussing the issue with various
stakeholders on whether to
retain BPL on the entire
stretch. There are two opi-
nions: some are in favour of
the priority lane arguing that
it will help reduce conges-
tion, while others are for the
removal of bollards.” said MD
of BMRCL Anjum Parwez.

Bangalore Metro Rail Cor-
poration Limited (BMTC) offi-
cials say on an average they
operate nearly 1,000 buses
on ORR. There are many vi-
deos of heavy vehicles and
BMTC buses crushing bol-

Karnataka on Thursday re-
ported 109 new COVID-19
cases of which 74 cases are
from Bengaluru Urban.
With this, the total number
of cases touched 39,45,079.
With two deaths, the
State’s toll rose to 40,044.

lards while shifting from one
lane to the other. Motarists
who are tired of traffic snarls
have demanded that authori-
ties take immediate action.
“Due to metro work ORR has
turned into a nightmare for
motorists. Damaged bollards
are a safety hazard and it's
time the police and other de-
partments do something,”
said Sriharsha, a motorist.

Vineetha, who works at
Manyata Tech park, pointed
out that firms are asking em-
ployees to return to work, as
a result of which vehicle con-
gestion has increased. “I tra-
vel from Sill Board to Manya-
ta daily, but due to the metro
work I no longer use the
ORR," she said.

Meanwhile, the police are
tracking down the driver of
the goods vehicle involved in
the acciden. A case of reck-
less driving and death due to
negligence has been regis-
tered against the driver, said
the police.
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With 155 COVID-19 recovered
individuals and their con-
tacts in the State having been
found to be positive for tu-
berculosis (TB) during the ac-
tive case finding (ACF) cam-
paign conducted in August
last year, Health and Medical
Education Minister K. Sudha-
kar has now sought a de-
tailed report on the inci-
dence of TB among
recovered persons.
Speaking at an event or-
ganised by the State Health
Department on the occasion
of “World TB Day” on Thurs-
day, the Minister claimed
that it was for the first time in
the country that TB screen-
ing had been conducted by
the Government for those
who have recovered from
COVID-19. “Among 25 lakh
people who were screened,
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Govt. seeks report on incidence of
TB in COVID-recovered people

Out of 25 lakh people who were screened, 155 were found to have tuberculosis

14 districts bag medals
for TB reduction

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

BENGALURU

Five districts — Bengaluru

Urban, Belgaum, Udupi,
i Uttara Kannada and Yad-
¢ giri — have been awarded
¢ silver medals for 40% re-

duction in TB burden

compared to 2015. This

155 people were found to
have TB. These people have
contracted TB after recover-
ing COVID-19. I have sought a
detailed report on the inci-
dence of TB in recovered pa-
tients,” he said.

Asserting that the State is
committed to make Karnata-
ka TB free by 2025, he said :

recognition by the Union
Health Ministry is under
the initiative of sub-na-
tional certification of pro-
gress towards TB-free sta-
tus.  Similarly, nine
districts have received
bronze medals for a 20%
reduction in TB burden.

“TB, like COVID-19, is a con-
tagious disease. COVID-19 is
caused by a virus and TB is
caused by a bacterium. The
society needs to join hands
with the government and
work collectively to achieve
the target of TB elimination.”

“In rural areas, people do
not get tested even if they

have symptoms. One TB pa-
tient can spread the disease
to at least ten people. If this
happens, one person’s negli-
gence will end up harming
others. So, a lot more aware-
ness has to be created about
TB. The State government is
spending more than %5 crore
every year to create aware-
ness about diseases,” the
Minster said.

Stating that there is a lot of
stigma attached to TB, he
said such stigma causes men-
tal and emotional distress
among patients. “We must
work towards supporting
these people emotionally.
Ever since the outbreak of
the pandemic, we have con-
ducted over 25 lakh mental
health counselling sessions
with the help of NIMHANS.
Similarly, the patient and
their families need to be
counselled,” he said.
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Karnataka Govt. to review
white-topping of roads

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The State Government will
review the white-topping of
roads in the State and intro-
duce norms for it, owing to
the high cost of the process,
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai informed Legisla-
tive Council on Thursday.

“If normal asphalting
costs %75 lakh to X crore for
a km, white-topping costs I9
to 10 crore for the same
length. The government will
relook into white-topping
due to the high cost though
the maintenance of the
white-topped roads is low,”
he said.

To another question on
the reason for retendering of
work on 12 high density cor-
ridors in Bengaluru, he said
the estimated cost was
around I800 crore, which
has now been reduced to
432 crore.

“This also included %500
crore for maintenance of the
road for 5 years. This is not

right to spend more money
on maintenance than the
road. Contractor is mandat-
ed to maintain the road for
two years in other contracts.
Efforts had also been made
to bring in ineligible contrac-
tors. I wanted transparency
to allow everyone to partici-
pate.” A new tender with the
revised cost will be floated
shortly.

Mr. Bommai also said the
Python machine used for fill-
ing of potholes has been cur-
rently deployed on 182 km
stretch of roads in Bengalu-
ru, and the government has
decided to further use it on
442 km stretch.

The Chief Minister also as-
sured the House that owing
to poor quality of work, Kar-
nataka Rural Infrastructure
Development Ltd. will not
be given projects by BBMP.

Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai said over the last
three years, 36,767 crore has
been spent on road work in
Bengaluru.



DH

i
DECCAN HERALD

DH

AHALD

South a bright spot in India's tuberculosis fight

Delhlhas highest
prevalenceas per
firstsurveyin60yrs

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

outh India has fared
well in eliminating
tuberculosis as the

disease prevalence in every
southern state is lower than

the national average.

On the other hand, Delhi
has emerged as India's TB
capital, with the mega city
reporting a prevalence of 534
per 1,00,000 — the highest in
India.

These are some of the find-
ingsof India’s firstnational TB
prevalence surveyin 60 years.

Other high prevalence
states are Rajasthan (484),
Uttar Pradesh (481), Haryana
(465), Chhattisgarh (454) and
Madhya Pradesh (386). The
national average stands at 316.

Each of the southern states

TRACKINGTB
Haryana 465/L &
Delhi 534/L

» Telangana 287/L
Karnataka 276/L LSAP 265/L
Kerala 115/L Tamil Nadu 301/L

® Highincidence (north) = low incidence (south)

scoresbetter,accordingtothe lence of 115 per one lakh pop-
survey, with Kerala being the ulation. There are improve-
best in business with a preva- ments in Tamil Nadu (301),

DH
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Southabright spotin India’s TB fight

TB, FROM PAGE 1

The survey estimated the point
prevalence of microbiological-
ly confirmed pulmonary TB
among persons of age 15 years
and older in 20 states after ex-
amining more than 3.2 lakh
persons with chest X-rays and
sputum tests.

“Inthefirstsurvey, TBpreva-
lence wasaround 400 per lakh
which has now come down to
300-plus per lakh. This is not
a good enough improvement
asweneed to focus on TB man-
agement,” medical researcher
JP Muliyil, a former principal
of Christian Medical College,
Vellore, who is not associated
with the survey, told DH.

Referring to a NITI Ayog
poverty index showing Uttar
Pradesh as India’s poorest
state and Kerala the least poor,
Muliyil said the TB survey also
reflected such a reality. “With
medicine, a TB patient can be-
come sputumnegative inthree
months, butthe medicine needs
to be supported with adequate
nutrition.”

The prevalence is higher in
the 55-plus age group (588)

compared to the younger
groups of 35-54 years (296)
and 15-34 years (220). Also the
prevalence is overwhelmingly
more in males (472) as against
females (154).

An accompanying survey on
14,176 people with chest symp-
toms shows 64% of the popula-
tion didn’t seek treatment and
the number one reason for not
seeking treatment is that they
ignored those symptoms.

The Union Health Ministry’s
annualreporton TBshowsthat
19,33,381 TB patients werenoti-
fiedin 2021 as against 16,28,161
in 2020, when TB notification
dropped due to the Covid-19
pandemic. Asmany as 18 states
have committed to end TB by
2025 - a target set by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

“We have developed asystem
ofidentification, treatmentand
support of patients across the
country. New advanced tech-
nologies and treatment modal-
ities are coming up which can
beusedinourfightagainstTB,”
Union Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya said in Delhi
at an event to mark the World
Tuberculosis Day.

Telangana (287), Karnataka
(276) and Andhra Pradesh
(265) too.

The National TB Preva-
lence Survey was conducted
from 2019 to 2021 to know
the actual disease burden
and carried out by the Indian
Council of Medical Research
and Central TB Division of the
Union Health Ministryin part-
nershipwithstate TBcellsand
WHO regional office. Such a
survey happened after a gap
of 60 yearsasthe first national
surveytook place in1955-58.
»TB, Page8
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Govt alters rules to give power supply without OC

BENGALURU, DHNS

In a major relief to more than
five lakh building owners who
are struggling to get electricity
connections without Occupan-
cy Certificates (OC), the energy
department decided to change
the rules and give them power
connections.

EnergyMinister V Sunil Kumar
will soon give them electricity
connections.

D K Shivakumar, the energy
minister in the previous Con-
gress regime, ordered not to
give power connectionsto build-
ings citing violation of building
byelaws and deviation from the
sanctioned building plan.

Left in the lurch, property
owners had been venting their

ireagainst the Bruhat Bengalu-
ru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
and the energy department for
the past five years.
Considering the inconve-
nience to the owners, a dele-
gation of BJP MLAs from Ben-
galuru recently met Minister
Sunil Kumar and urged him to
change the rules requiring an
OC to get a power connection.
The minister subsequently
discussed the issue with Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
and obtained his consent to pro-
vide the electricity connections.
Afileonthe decision wasalso
sent to the Karnataka Electric-
ity Regulatory Commission
(KERC) on March 22 and the
minister held a high-level
meeting with energy depart-

ment officials on Wednesdayin
Bengaluru.

Department officials led by
the minister resolved to provide
electricity connections, which
coincides with the implemen-
tation of the popular ‘Belaku’
programme to electrify rural
households without power.

Confirming the decision,
Kumar said: “We had received
several complaints from build-
ing owners who were deprived
of a power connection for not
possessing an OC certificate. A
few MLAs from Bengaluru had
also met me and briefed me
about the situation. Very soon,
the governmentwillissuean of-
ficial order announcing power
connections to buildings with-
outan OC certificate.”
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needs re- -look, says Bommai

White-topping work underway at NR Road near KR Market.
DH FILE/S K DINESH

BBMP roadworks in last five years

White-topped roads Other roads
Road iength:llﬂo.ﬁo_ km Road Iength:lll,g 1 1 14 kl'l'l
cost RS 1,014.3crore  cost:Rs 1,449.63 crore

-

White-topping of roads costly,

Govt to formulate special code to
lay new roads, maintain old ones

BENCGALURU, DHNS

hestate government seems
to be having a change of
heart towards white-top-

| ping of roads in Bengaluru and
| otherpartsofthe state, with Chief

Minister Basavaraj Bommai on
Thursday saying the process was
costly and needs a re-look.

He also said the government
will formulate a special code
to lay new roads and maintain
existingones.

While it costs Rs 75 lakh to
Rs 1 crore to asphalt one km of
road, the expenditure rose to
around Rs 9 to 10 crore per km
for white-topping.

“Though white-topped roads

DH
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have low maintenance, the gov-
ernmentishavingarelookas the
cost is 10 times that of asphalt-
ing.” Bommai said, responding
to queries in the Legislative
Council on the state of roads in
Bengaluru.

The governmentwill fixnorms
for roads that require white-top-
ping. Roadswith high traffic den-
sity and load, where multi-axle
vehicles ply will be considered,
he said.

Onrepairs and filling potholes
in various parts of Bengaluru,
Bommai said the government is
looking at measures to ensure
that roads once repaired stay
intact foralonger period of time.

To a question by Congress

MLC S Ravi, he said that Python
machines that fill potholes are
being employed in 182 km roads
in Bengaluruwhere repair works
areunder progress. “We have de-
cided touse the machines for 442
kmroadsin the city,” he said.

High-density corridor

The government has cancelled
the tender for high-density cor-
ridorsin Bengaluru owing tosev-
eralreasons. The project was esti-
matedat Rs800 crore, whichwas
reduced to Rs 432 crore during
the tenure of the previous chief
minister, Bommai said,

The initial tender conditions
allowed for the construction of
corridorsatacostof Rs 300 crore
and allocated Rs 500 crore to
maintain roads for a five-year pe-
riod. Thiscondition contradicted
the PWD code, which mandated
a contractor to maintain roads
built by them for a period of two
years. “Anew tender will be float-
ed shortly at a revised cost,” he
added.

Underpass work near Marathahalli bridge begins

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
BBMP has started construct-
ing a two-lane underpass
close to the Marathahalli rail-
way overbridge with the aim
of reducing travel time of mo-
torists heading from Old Air-
port Road towards Kadubee-
sanahalli by 15 minutes.
Theunderpasswill provide
relief to residents of Ashwath
Nagar and Munnekolala. It
is estimated that the project
will benefit around 20,000
motorists who travel an addi-

tional distance of 2 km to take

to cut down the unnecessary

aU-turn at Spice Gardenon a
daily basis.

The BBMP is using the
push-box method to mini-
mise traffic disruptions and
complete the project quickly.
Officials have promised to
complete the work in about
three months.

“The roads around Spice
Garden were always a chok-
ing point. Traffic piles up till
the railway bridge. The un-
derpass has been conceived

travel toaccess the Outer Ring
Road and Old Airport Road,”
said Clement Jayakumar of
Mahadevapura Task Force,
which is headed by MLA Ar-
avind Limbavali.

Jayakumar said the proj-
ect is also part of the Revised
Master Plan 2015. “The en-
tire ORR-Varthur main road
stretch will have fewer chok-
ing points once thisunderpass
and another at Kundalahalli
isready.”
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Karnataka reports 109 fresh
Covid cases, two deaths

BENGALURU, DHNS: Karna-
taka on Thursday registered
109 fresh coronavirus cases
and two fatalities as case tally
swelled to 39,45,079 and toll
t040,044.

With the 117 discharges in
the last 24 hours, the state has
seen 39,03,201 recoveries so
far. Of the new cases, 74 were
from Bengaluru Urban which
alsorecorded 90 recoveriesand
onedeath.

The number of active cases
in the state was 1,792. While

the positivity rate for the day
was 0.34%, the case fatality
ratewas1.83%. Onedeath each
was reported from Bengaluru
Urban and Dakshina Kannada
on Thursday.

As many as 6,54,01,956
samples have been tested
for Covid-19 in the state so
far, with Thursday account-
ing for 32,015 tests. A total
of 1,06,310 Covid vaccine
doses were administered on
Thursday, taking the tally to
10,31,11,273.
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Covid making
comebackin
parts of US

WASHINGTON, AFP: Covid is
making its latest comeback
in parts of the northeastern
United States as the BA.2
coronavirus variant be-
comesdominantinthe coun-
try, officials said Wednesday,
while urging Congress to
pass new funding or risk the
supply of future treatments
and vaccines.

The country is currently
registering an average of
28,600 cases per day, down
well below the last peak of
more than 8,00,000 aver-
age daily infections, seen in
January.
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TB cases in India up 19%,
prevalence 2X of int'l avg

New Delhi: India witnessed
asharp19% rise in tuberculo-
sis cases in 2021 over the pre-
vious year, even as 64 % of the
surveyed symptomatic popu-
lation did not seek healthcare
services between 2019 and
2021, the India TB report 2022

tients, in 2020, up 13% from a
yvear ago, while the mortality
rate due to all forms of TB bet-
ween 2019and 2020 rose by 11%.

The TB prevalence survey
— held 60 years after the first
National Survey 195558 -
shows that the prevalence of

and National
TB Prevalence
Survey shows,

» State seeks reporton TB
among Covid survivors, P 4

TB among Indi-
ans is 312 cases
per 1lakh popu-

reports reports Sushmi Dey.

Over19.3lakh new and re-
lapsed TB patients were noti-
fied in 2021 against 16.3 lakh
in the previous year, the TB
report 2022 released by he-
alth minister Mansukh Man-
daviya on Wednesday shows.

Deaths from TB increased
t04.93 lakh, excluding HIV pa-

lation, more than double the
global average of around 127
cases per 1 lakh people. Delhi,
with 534 cases/1 lakh popula-
tion, had the highest TB preva-
lence, followed by 484 in Ra-
jasthan &481in UP. Kerala(115)
had the lowest prevalence.

» Childhood TB, P 12

Childhood TB
remains a
major problem

» Continued from page 1

show that childhood TB

remainsamajorproblem
contributingtoaround 31% of
the global burden. Mandavi-
va reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to mak-
ing India tuberculosis-free
by 2025 and said this will be
achieved by ensuring access
to quality healthcare and ad-
vanced treatment.

India had reported an 11%
rise in TB cases to justover 24
lakh patients in 2019 over the
previous year.

However, TB notifications
dropped significantly by over
60% during the nationwide
lockdown period due to Co-
vid-19 in 2020 and raised appre-
hensions that unaddressed
cases and higher household
transmission could cause a
spurt inthedisease.

Findings of the survey
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Akshaya’s parents get 8L relief

Times News NETWORK will give another Rs 2 lakh to the
girl’s parents, BBMP chief com-

Bengaluru: The parents of 14- missioner Gaurav Gupta said.
year-old N Akshaya who was “An unfortunate incident occur-

run over by a BBMP gar- red in thecity on Monday.
bage truck after she tri- We need to be more cau-
ed to cross Ballari Road tious when it comes toro-
as the pedestrian sub- ad safety. It should be en-
way was waterlogged on sured that pedestrian
Monday, have been given subways are in good con-

Rs 8lakh compensation. dition. Action has been
BBMP paid Rs 51akh taken against an officer

and Hebbal MLA Byrathi Su- for not ensuring proper mainte-

resh paid Rs 3 lakh. Both chequ- nance of this subway. Measures

es were handed over to the girl's  will be taken tofacilitate free edu-

parents, Narasimhamurthy and cation of the remaining two

Geetha, on Thursday. children of Akshaya's parents,”
The owner of the waste truck Guptasaid.
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Govtseeks
reportonTB
among Covid
survivors

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Health minister
K Sudhakar on Thursday said
since tuberculosis has been
detected in several people who
recovered from Covid-19, the
government has sought a
detailed report on the matter.
Hewasspeakingatanevent
organised by thehealthdepart-
ment on the occasion of World
TB Day. “For the first time, TB
screening was conducted by
the government for those who
recovered from Covid in the
state. Of 25 lakh people tested,
144 were found to have TB after
recovering from Covid,” he
said, TB, like Covid, is a conta-
gious disease but caused by
bacteria. “All government
hospitals have facilities to
conduct TB test. People must
get it done. If detected early,
treatment will be more effecti-
ve,” he said, adding that his de-
partinent’saim is tomake Kar-
nataka free of TB by 2025.

Medals for districts

Five districts in the state recei-
ved ‘silver medals’ for curbing
TB. In these districts, compa-
red toprevious years, there has
been a 40% fall in its incidence.
Nine other districts received
‘bronze medals’. Sudhakar un-
derlined the need to counsel
TB patients like those of
Covid-19, who were counselled
with help from Nimhans.
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Expensive affair: Only select roads in

Times News NETwoRrk

Bengaluru: Chief minister
Basavaraj Bommai on Thurs-
day said whitetopping (cement
roads) are proving expensive
and the government has there-
fore decided to whitetop only
select roads in Bengaluru.

Replying to a question
raised by S Ravi in the council,
Bommai said regular asphalt-
ing (bitumen) costs about Rs
75lakh for a 1km stretch, while
whitetopping costs Rs 10 crore.

From now, he said, only
stretches with high-density
vehicular movement and
roads where multi-axle vehi-
cles ply will be cemented.
“We will fix norms soon. The
state government is also
mulling a code for each
road,” Bommai said.

Over the past five years,
6,363km of roads within
BBMP limits have been re-as-
phalted at a cost of Rs 4,110
crore, the CM said. He also
said there were 12 mishaps due
to bad roads in the past three
years, in which 11 people died.
How many of these deaths
were caused due to potholes is

4 BLACK AND
WHITE: Chief

{ minister

# Basavaraj

| only roads
% with

being m\restlgated he said.
Asked about the status of
work on the 12 high-density
corridors in Bengaluru, Bom-
mai said the tender was can-
celled as the cost of the pro-
ject was Rs 300 crore while
maintenance was Rs 500
crore. He said PWD norms
state the maintenance fee

cannot be higher than actual
construction cost.

“There were several other
reasons for the tender being
cancelled. We will float an-
other tender,” he said.

On infrastructure projects
being entrusted to Karnataka
Rural Infrastructure Develop-
ment Ltd (KRIDL), Bommai
said all work has been stopped.
BBMP had allegedly awarded
projects to KRIDL to bypass
the tendering process.

“All KRIDL projects will be
scrutinised and action will be
taken against both BBMP and
KRIDL officials if there are
irregularities,” Bommai said.
When Ravi demanded that
KRIDL be blacklisted, Bom-
mai said an investigation will
be conducted on who allotted
work to KRIDL.

B'luru to be hltetopped says CM




THE TIMES &

BA.2 Omicron subvariant
behind case surge: WHO

e WHO reported that
| the highly contagious
Omicron subvariant,
BA.2, that is helping to drive
another surge of coronavi-
rus cases in Europe is now
the dominant version of Om-
icron around the world. Glo-
bally, BA.2 made up about
86% of cases reported to the
WHO between February 16
and March17,theagency said
in a report on Tuesday. The
previously dominant subva-
riants, BA.l1 and BA.1.1, toget-
her represented about 13% of
the cases. BA.2 is already do-
minant in the WHO's Ameri-
casregion and its share of ca-
ses has been steadily increa-
sing in parts of Africa, Asia,
Europe and the Middle East
since the end of 2021, the
agency said. When the WHO
last reported these figures,
on March 8, it said that BA.1.1
was the dominant subvari-
ant and that BA.2 made up
34% of new cases.

In the US, about a third of
new coronavirus cases are
BA.2, Dr Rochelle Walensky,
the director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, said at a White House
briefing on Wednesday. US
health officials have said they
expect case numbers to rise,
butthat they donotanticipate
amajorsurgecaused by BA.2.

While BA.2 i1s more trans-

missible than BA.L, it has not
been shown to cause more se-
vere illness. And even though
the virus hasevolved conside-
rably since vaccines against
it were first developed, the in-
oculations still work, Dr Ma-
ria Van Kerkhove, the WHO'’s
Covid-19 technical lead, said.
“Our vaccines remain incre-
dibly effective at preventing
severe disease and death, in-
cluding against both of the
sublineages of BA.1l and
BA.2,” she said.

Scientists suspect that
BA.2'srapid growth is thanks
to its unique mutations. In
the gene for the spike protein
on the surface of the virus,
BA .2 has eight mutations not
found in BA.1. Although BA.2
has become the latest subva-
riant on many people’s mi-
nds, there are also three so-
called recombinant variants
that the WHO has deemed no-
teworthy. One of these vari-
ants, nicknamed “Delta-
cron,” was discovered in Fe-
bruary but had not been offi-
cially named. On Tuesday, the
agency said that it had named
the three variants — two ver-
sions of Deltacron and one
that combined BA.1 and BA.2
— XD, XE and XE There wasno
evidence that these recombi-
nant variants are more trans-
missibleor cause “more severe
outcomes,” the report said. Nyt
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Gitizens allege fresh encroachment of Gattahalli Lake
by private players; lake is critical link in sustaining
water in at least 45 waterbodies of Anekal taluk

LAKE PIRATES
BENGALURU

‘Over 1lakh sq ft of lake land encroached’

gL
i A

| Iffath Fathima@timesgroup.com i 3
TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

he Gattahalli Lake, which

is spread across 100 acres

in Anekal taluk, was

recently surveyed. The

encroachments at the
waterbody were removed last year
in the month of August.

That said, once again now, lake
activists and citizens from the
area are complaining about private
entities encroaching upon the
waterbody.

Last year, several encroachments
by local farmers and natural block-
ages were seen at the lake premises
which needed to be addressed. The
revenue department officials along
with deputy commissioner |
Manjunath and resident citizens
had carried out the removal of
encroachments back then.

Gattahalli Lake serves as an
important reservoir in the lake net-
work that sustains robust water
channeling. The waterbody receives
KC Valley water which then flows
into the Muthanallur Lake and
thereafter feeds over 45 lakes in . .
Anekal taluk. Henceforth, the lake s per Dishaank map, with
is in fact a critical link in maintain-  survey area and information of
ing the water table and ecosystem lakes in state, the land belongs

of the lakes it helps sustain. to the lake....
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 » — Resident citizens
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Another city lake encroached

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

While removing the encroach-
ments last year, gates put up by pri-
vate players in the vicinity of the
lake were demolished by a revenue
department team and Anekal
administration.

However, now some private par-
ties have once again acquired land
near the lake. Citizens in the area
pointed out that more than one
lakh square feet of land has been
encroached.

The 'Citizens Movement, East
Bengaluru' team posted on social
media that a certain part of the lake
has been dug up by a private builder.
While there is no indication of what
work is going to take place, a huge
portion has been dug up, threaten-
ing the waterbody.

Members of ‘Citizens Movement,
East Bengaluru’ said a portion of the
lake was encroached upon where a
large number of trees and other flora
were present. Many people would

come in the mornings and evenings
and would relax here, while a few
had even made it their favourite pic-
nic spot. Once the encroachments
began three months ago, people
stopped visiting the lake, as the area
concerned is now blocking entry to
people.

“Private builders are digging in
the place and have made it like a
landfill; they are getting soil and
even filling the portion. The builder
is now saying that the land belongs
to them. However, the Dishaank
map, which gives survey area and
information of the lakes in the state,
clearly shows the land belonging to
the lake. This was a beautiful loca-
tion people visited daily. Now the
entry to the park area of the lake is
blocked. People have stopped com-
ing. We have highlighted the issue
to the panchayat, tahsildar, DC and
area MLA; our requests have gone
unnoticed,” said a member of
‘Citizens Movement, East
Bengaluru',

Lake activist Captain Santosh
Kumar said a private builder is
encroaching upon and building in
the lake premises. “I have informed
the tahsildar to constitute a team
and verify the encroachments; we
will ask the administration to con-
duct another survey. We need to

make sure that once the encroach-
ments are removed, then the water-
body is not encroached upon again.
Strict action needs to be taken
against the encroachers so that the
lake is not affected again. The DC
and tahsildar need to come forward
and take action against the viola-
tors,” he noted.

The citizens, meanwhile, also
pointed out that as the lake is bor-
dering the BBMI" area, real estate
value of the land is high. This leads
to illegal encroachments. Some
even alleged the builders have
bribed the panchayat and other offi-
cials, because of which stern action
has not been taken yet.

“The issue was brought to my
notice last Saturday. 1 would be
inspecting the spot on Friday. [ will
look into the problem,” Anekal tah-
sildar Dinesh told BM.

Bangalore Mirror reached out to
Bengaluru Urban deputy commis-
sioner Manjunath |. He was unre-
sponsive on the matter.
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Women for
climate action

Selected to be
recognised as climate
professionals after
mentorship programme

NN & 71

| Garima Prasher
mybangaloremirror
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

he Bruhat Bengaluru

Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)

in association with C40

Cities Network, has
launched the “‘Women4Climate’
programme.

Under the initiative, women of
Bengaluru, who are working in the
climate domain will come under
one roof to fight climate change.

BBMP will identify women
entering or at an early stage of their
work in the climate domain and
match them with individual men-
tors to help them further develop
their climate ideas or project.

This will help these climate
change fighters access in-depth
knowledge of their ideas in a par-
ticular sector. They will also be
mentored to realise their idea into
reality which could be replicable
and scalable.

“To build resilient cities, com-
munities are to be inclusive and the
most vulnerable must be protected.
Hence, cities must pursue gender-
inclusive climate action and
encourage community-led projects
that benefit all citizens equitably.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 »

Bengaluru women
for climate action

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The full potential of women to take action
against climate change can be only realised
through policies and actions that empower
women,” said Harish Kumar, special com-
missioner, solid waste management, BEMP
and nodal officer of the programme.

The initiative will educate and empower
women championing sustainable and com-
munity-based solutions that will contribute
to their city’s climate priorities and action
plans.

“It is a platform for them to build strong
networks across C40 cities, learn about each
other’s projects, share their achievements
and ideas for improvements. They will be
expected to attend bi-monthly training ses-
sions to strengthen their climate leadership
skills,” said Harish Kumar.

The ten-month-long mentorship pro-
gramme will provide monthly access to
training and networking opportunities for
the selected women, connecting them with
the climate change fighters from other cities.

“As many as 10-20 mentees will be select-
ed under the programme in 2022, We

The initiative will educate
and empower women
championing sustainable
and community-based
solutions for the city

encourage women from diverse backgrounds
and underrepresented communities to come
forward and participate. We are looking at
women whose climate solutions aim to
engage or build skills of citizens from hard-
to-reach and frontline communities. It can
also be women who are developing green
initiatives or tech projects in the space.
Women volunteers and activists are welcome
to apply too. Applicants will be selected
based upon their motivation, potential and
ideas,” an official said.

The selected mentees will be recognised
as climate professionals by the end of the
mentorship programme and shall receive a
certificate of participation from the BBMP
and C40 Cities,

Applications to the programme are open
till April 3 and the list of selected women will
be announced on April 18.
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Problems in your area?
Send us a picture along with
specific details. And please,
no phone calls or spamming

> No more pollutlon
HSR Layuut 4 o

Garbage is being burnt regularly
near the BDA complex in HSR
layout. Despite hundreds of
complaints from residents, no
action has been taken.
Pourakarmikas do not listen to
the requests. The issue needs
immediate attention.
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) Fix the slabs

Indiranagar

The slabs covering sewers on
CMH Road and Indiranagar 17E
Cross junction are on the verge
of collapse. The BBMP and BWSSB
should inspect the issue and fix
the slabs at the earliest.

) Lethal connection

CV Raman Nagar

Even after laying underground
cable six months ago on 14D
Cross Road at Nagavarapalya in
CV Raman Nagar, Bescom
officials have not disconnected
the hanging wires.
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First trees were
chopped, now
gaps are filled
with concrete;
forest dept steps
in seeking action

| iffath Fathima
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

eeks after a private school

allegedly axed seven well-

grown Ashoka trees in

front of its premises in
Kadubeesanahalli, residents have
now raised concerns over the va-
cant spots where the trees stood be-
ing concretised.

One of the residents pointed out
that he had gone out of town for
a few weeks, and on his return on
Monday, he noticed that the trees
were chopped off. The private school
refused to have chopped the trees,
he said. On Tuesday, the residents
noticed that even the trunks of the
trees were chopped and spots were
covered with cement.

Resident Ram said, “1
was surprised (o see that
the trees were chopped
off. The stretch here
would look beautiful be-
cause of the trees stand-
ing on the roadside. They
would also provide a lot of
shade. On Tuesday, when 1
noticed the concrete space,
I approached the school
officials, whao stated that
it was done to provide vis-
ibility to the school. It was
really disappointing to see
that such well-grown trees
were chopped off. The citi-
zens of the locality conduct
many tree planting drives
to improve the green area

cut down to
‘beautify’
school
premises

On Feb 26, BM
reported that
the trees were

BEFORE;;; e

e

and our lung space. Howev-
er, with these activities, we
would only lose the existing
green cover,”
When Ram raised the is-
sue on social media, he was
told by the Mahadevpura
task force team that an FIR
has been filed in this re-
gard. The official handle
of the task force attached
a copy of the complaint
copy with the response.
The FIR was filed against
Geetanjali Olympiad
School by the Karna-
taka Forest Department.
“Thanks for highlighting
this issue. Unfortunately,
it was the School which
had done this illegal fell-
ing of trees. An FIR has

We are giving them
some time to replant
the trees. With the
heat, it will be
difficult for new
plants to grow

-RF0, Yelahanka zone

been lodged against the School and
the Forest department is pursuing
the case.” tweeted the Mahadevpura
task force team.

The incident had already come
into light earlier and an FIR had al-
ready been filed. Now, the range for-
est officer (RFO) of Yelahanka zone
has assured to have the school plant
back the trees in the same space.
“We have booked a case against the

oncrete cover-up job

el 4 ?
Seven well-grown Ashnka treesona R ——— Kadubeeqammih were illegally cut down to ‘provide
visibility’ to a private school. Later, the spot where the trees stood was cemented and covered up

management of the school and they
will have to pay a fine. They will
also have to remove the cement-
ing and plant the trees in the same
space. We are giving them some
time for the plantation to be done.
As with the heat, it would be dif-
ficult for new plants to grow. Once
the season is better, we will ask the
school to plant the trees.”

Vijay Nishanth, known as the
Tree Doctor, said, "Educational
institutions need to promote tree
plantation among students and
others and bring awareness of
planting more trees and protect-
ing them. Chopping trees is not
acceptable and it is also illegal.
As in this case, they had also cov-
ered the trees' space with cement,
strict action needs to be taken
against them.”



BangaloreMirror g PeseNumber |0

Underpass coming
up, just a bit ahead

Kundalahalli underpass may miss March-end deadline, but work is going on

| Iffath.Fathima
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

ork is still going on
at the long-delayed
Kundalahalli under-
pass. Its latest dead-
line was the end of
March and now with five days
left in the month it seems unlike-
ly that the underpass work will be
completely done by then.

The project was launched by
BBMP in 2019 to ease traffic con-
gestions at the ITPL main road.
The project is also a part of 17-km-
long signal free corridor project
along the Old Airport Road. Over
five deadlines were given since
then to the project. Now it is
March-end and though work is
almost over, it is not yet over.

The project at an estimated
cost of Rs 25 crore, faced hurdles,
especially with land aquisition.
Over 27 properties needed to be
acquired of which some owners
didn’t agree, and some were in
litigation. In November 2021,
BBMP said land aquisition issues
were sorted. Since then work was
moving fast, but, in it has been
lagging for the last few weeks.

Lokesh M, BBMP Chief
Engineer (Projects), told
Bangalore Mirror that most of the
work is completed and only
asphalting of the ramps remains.
“Only ramp asphalting is to be
carried out. The major box por-
tion of the under pass is complet-
ed. In another 10 days, we will
complete all the work,” he said.

)

. -

Work is going on at a steady pace on Kundalahalli underpas

The underpass will help con-
nect the area to EPIP Zone,
Brookefield, Varthur and
Whitefield, and considerably cut
commute time.

Clement Jaykumar, Secretary
of Mahadevpura Task Force, said,
“Currently, contractors are carry-
ing out the work. Festivals had
slowed down work. As of now
upper and lower ramp asphalting
is to be done. Once that is done,
traffic movement from
Marthahalli to Varthur and
Varthur towards Marthahalli will
get smoother.” Residents who
have been closely working with
the officials said a payment inssue
has slowed down work.

Ajit Lakshmiratan, retired RBI
officer and an activist following
the project, said, “According to

—

the site engineer, the underpass
portion will soon be white topped
and the tabletop will be done by
next week. The table top work is
important as once it's over and
opened, it will help in the move-
ment of commuters coming from
ITPL to Marthahalli. The contrac-
tor at the site said it would take a
month for completion. We have
waited long and now we see the
work happening.”

Lakshmiratan added that the
BBMP and contractors have been
been in touch with citizens and
are updating them. “We had
asked for LED lights on a stretch,
which was added so the road is
bright. Some parts need more
lights. As they are in touch with
us, the citizens know about the
work’s progress,” he said.
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Biowaste being dumped

on NICE Rd: BJP MLC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengalury

BJP MLC Munirajugowda PM
alleged that some private hos-
pitals in south Bengaluru are
dumping biowaste illegally at
some parts of NICE Road near
Barmnerghatta.

Raising the issue in the Coun-
¢il on Thursday, the MLC al-
leged that biowaste was being
dumped by private hospitals at
Nellureddy quarry in
Kembattaalli.

Only NICE Road has access
to that place. He alleged that
the police, BEMP health offi-
cials and NICE Road staff were
involved in illegally dumping
the biowaste .

“Provision has been made to
dump biowaste in Dobbspet
and Chikkaballapura but hos-
pitals are dumping it illegally
to save money. They also burn

the waste, cansing health haz-
ards to the villagers of sur-
rounding areas. It is also ad-
versely affecting the
underground water,” Munira
Jugowda said.

Replving on behalf of the
health minister, leader of the
Hoor Shrinivas Poojari said
that the health department had
conducted a survey at hospitals
to check how they were dispos-
ing of biowaste and notices
have been served to hospitals
violating the procedures.

Film City in Mysuru soon

The government said Mysuru
Film City works will be taken
up soon. Responding to the is-
sue raised by MLC CN Ma-
jegowda, Poojari said that the
Film City will be developed by
the Information Department in
partnership with private
entities.



Speeding truck knocks
down bikeronORR

Residents blame narrow road, heavy traffic and cycle lanes
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

6 Bengalury Demand to remove
ﬁ_ l]fd b-ﬁar-ol%eé}éker wa}i b 1 n n tI‘ tl n

i after a speeding truc
knocked him down on HAL us a e gal S aC 0
Outer Ring Road on Thurs- S LALITHA @Bengalury own computer business on
day. The truck driver was o the service road along this
reportedly over-speedingbe-  WITH companies on the Out-  stretch, stridently argues why
fore crashing into the bike. er Ring Road (ORR) set to re- nothing could be done to pre-
However, the residents turntotheir full staff strength vent traffic-related deaths. “1
blamed the mishap ona nar- from April 1, the death of a saw a mother and her child
row road and heavy traffic 47-year-old biker on theroad fall down and die in front of

in addition to the cycle and has unleashed a torrent of an-  my eves here. And again, this
bus lanes on the Outer Ring  ger and sparked debate both morning I heard that another

Road. online and offline regarding person has died. Why are the

The deceased G M Joseph  the traffic on the narrow cops not stopping bikers from
Mathew, a resident of Balaji road. entering the bus lanes™ he
Layout, was working at a Metroconstruction work is  asked. A senior cop manag-
BPO unit in eating into a major chunk of ingthe traffic called the fibre
Devarabeesanahalli the road resulting in slim barricades “Killer barricades”

Traffic on the busy Outer spaces for buses and other ve-  and demanded its removal
Ring Road was thrown out hicles. There seems to be a  from the bus lane and allow
of gear following the acci- hugedemand todoaway with  all vehicles to use it
dent which was exacerbated the separate bus priority amd A senior BBMP official
by passers-by and motorists  cyele lanes to free more spac-  said, “Suitable arrangements
who stopped at the scene of  es for vehicles. and precautions on the main
the accident to click pictures V Manjula, Commissoner road is now Metro’s responsi-
and record videos. Asenior of Directorate of Urban Land  bility”. The city’s first bicycle
police officer said the acel- Transport (DULT), which mayor, SatyaShankaran, said,
dent took place around 9 am planned the road here, told “This crisis that has cropped
when Mathew was going to TNIE, “We have a meetingon up on this road must be used
office through the Outer March29with BEME BMRCL by other vehicle owners as an
Ring Road. and Traffic Police in this opportunity to switch over to

The over-speeding truck connection.” public transport or they will
hit him from behind, and Rajan Gowda, whorunshis  never change.”
due to the impact, he was
flung in the air and died on
the spot from severe head in-
juries. The passers-by alert-
ed HAL police who rushed to
the spot and seized the
truck.

The driver fled the spot af-
ter the mishap. A case of
reckless driving has been
filed against the driver
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Covid patients

Govt seeks report; Coronavirus has
potential to activate Tuberculosis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
7] Be_ngelun_j

HEALTH Minister Dr
K Sudhakar has asked for a de-
tailed study and a report on
Covid-infected people who have
been diagnosed with Tubercu-
losis (TB)in the state, In Karna-
taka, there were 244 such cases
in 2021,

Speaking at an event organ-
ised by the Health Department
on the occasion of Waorld TB
Day. Dr Sudhakar said that for
the first time in India, the Kar-
nataka government has con-
ducted TB screening on those
who have recovered from
Covid-18.

“Of the 38.02 lakh individu-
als screened in the state, 243
new TH cases were identified,”
reads the TB report. Dr Sud-
hakar, however, said, “TB has
been detected among several
people who have recovered
from Covid-19. Among 25 lakh
people tested, 144 people were
found having TB. These people
contracted TB after recovering
from Covid-19.” According to
experts, severe Covid-19 dam-

ages the lungs of many people
as the viral infection starts by
targeting the respiratory sys-
tem. The damage done to the
Iungs persists even after they
recover from Covid-18.

“Covid-19 has the potential to
activate Tuberculosis,” says Dr
Sanjay Kumar, Pulmonologist,
SHRC Hospital, Bengaluru. He
says a cough that refuses to qui-
et down for weeks or months
after recovering from Covid-19
could either be a symptom of
long Covid or could also be TB.
According to health experts,
the bacteria causing TB lies in
adormant state in many people
for vears. But it can get activat-
ed when the body has low
immunity,

In rural areas, people don't
get tested even if they are un-
well. One TB patient can spread
the disease to at least 10 people.
If this happens, one person’s
negligence will end up harm-
ing others. So, alotmore aware-
ness is needed. The State Gov-
ernment is spending more than
Rs 5 crore each year to create
awareness on various diseases,
he added.
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73 STUDENTS INJURED
IN HONEY BEE ATTACK

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Lol R

AT least 73 students from
NMERV Degree College for
Women in Jayanagar were in-
jured when honeybees
swarmed into the college
premises on Thursday
after noon.

The injured girls have been
shifted to three private hospi-
tals where they were given
first-aid as outpatients.
Although their
condition was not crit-
ical, many of them
had massive swellings
around the area where
the bees stung.

During lunch break,
when the girls were coming
out of their classrooms, the
honeybees invaded. It is yetto
be ascertained whether a
stone was thrown at a nearby
beehive or it fell under its own
weight. The girls rushed back
inside their classrooms and
shut all the doors and win-
dows. However, the bees en-
tered the PUC college premis-
es of NMERV.

Of the injured students, 28

were treated at Apollo Hospi-
tal, 25 at Ramakrishna Hospi-
tal, and 20 at Deepak Hospital,
all in Jayanagar.

The college administration
said they have asked the Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike to remove all the bee-
hives in the vicinity to avoid

recurrence of such
incidents.
Hnunraglstaudnt

The police are yet to reg-
ister any case. “We did

A not receive any calls
from the hospitals or
from the college about
the incident, and so,
no case has been regis-
tered. Neither the police
control room nor the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pal-
ike control room received

L2 2

any calls,” said a police
officer.

A couple of weeks ago, a po-
lice inspector and eight other
police personnel had sus-
tained injuries at Freedom
Park when they were attacked
by honeybees. Of the injured,
two had to be treated in the In-
tensive Care Unit (ICTU).
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White-topping roads costs
10X more than asphalting

Congress MLA Soumya
Reddy on Thursday alleged
that the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
officials are working for the
BJP govemment for the
upcoming elections.
Raising the issue in the
Assembly, Soumya, who
represents Bengaluru's
Jayanagar Aszembly
constituency, said the polls
are coming and these
officials play an important
role in adding and deleting
names from the electoral
rolls, “Why don't you
change the name of the
civic body to the Bruhat
BJP Mahanagara Palike?,"
she said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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CHIEF Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Thursday said
there was a need to rethink of
the white-topping of roadsas it
costs 10 times more than the
regular asphalting.

Replying to a question by
Congress MLC S Ravi in the
council on Thursday, the CM
pointed out that a km of regu-
lar asphalting costs Rs 70 lakh
to Bs 1 crore, while it costs Bs
9-10 crore for white-
topping. “I agree that
the quality of the
white-topped roads is

Q

involved in irregularities, the
CM said the government has
stopped giving works to the
agency and is investigating the
irregularities.

No schemes for

minorities stopped

To aquestion by Congress MLC
C M Ibrahim. Bommai said no
schemes announced for the
welfare of minorities have been
stopped, except ‘Shaadi Mahal'
that was stopped last year. “We
have restarted Ganga Kalyana
and have increased
grants for Arivu
scheme. We are also
developing slums and

better and durable, Inthelastthree cplonies where people
but we need to think  Y®arsRs125.04 ¢ yinority com-
at what cost weare do- CHNS AL haan munities dwell,” he
> e : spent on filling up
e o 14 ki gyl 2dded

all, 1 .911. m
of new roads were :ﬂ.ﬁ?ﬁ: BMRCL recruitment
constructed at Rs 12 accidentsthat JDSMLCK T Srikante-
144983 crore iInBEMP  occumedbecause  gowda asKed the CM to
limits il;ullhe last f]i{ve of potholes cgonsidelx;n giving j{éias[la
years, while 100.60 km i Bommel those who appeared for
of new white-topped B?ﬁﬁ&m " exams held to fill up

roads at Rs 1.014.20

crore was developed.
Besides, Rs 4,110,056 crore was
spent on road management. In
the last three years, Rs 125.04
crore has been spent on filling
up potholes in Bengalurw. Elev-
en people had died in 12 acci-
dents that occurred because of
potholes,” Bommai told the
House, to which Ravi replied
that a large number of people
have been injured in accidents
because of potholes.

When the members advised
the Chief Minister not to im-
plement any project through
the Karnataka Rural Infra-
structure Development Ltd al-
leging that the agency has been

various posts in BMR-

CL in 2019. The CM re-
plied that 38,344 applications
were received and the recruit-
ment process was on. “As the
pandemic hit, the BEMRCL also
sufferedlosses as Metro stopped
running for almost two years
and the recruitment notifica-
tion was cancelled. For fresh
recruitment, a new notification
will have to be issued”.

KPSC to berevived

The CM also said there were
two-three major problems with
the KPSC and he has held meet-
ings to discuss solutions to the
problem and revive the com-
mission soon.
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